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We are driven by integrity and have a local, community 
focus. We strive to make a positive impact on our 
tamariki (children) and provide them with a fun, exciting 
place to grow and learn. 

We design our own centres. Each one is unique and 
uses carefully considered, high-end environmental 
design to create a space that perfectly suits the needs 
of the tamariki (children) and kaiako (teachers), and 
encourages imagination and play. We strive to use 
environmentally friendly design practices while all of 
our resources are ethically sourced and provide varied 
learning opportunities. Our approach to learning is 
through play-based theory. Our curriculum is key to 
the children’s development and encompasses a wide 
range of practices and research, all within a New 
Zealand context. 

Our passionate kaiako provide the tamariki and whānau 
with support and respect. We are constantly innovating, 
with new ideas and research inspiring our centres and 
kaiako training. Have a read about what makes New 
Shoots a wonderful place for your tamariki and whānau. 

Michelle Pratt, Nikki Prendergast, and Kelly Lambert 
Founders

At New Shoots Children’s Centres, 
children and families are at the 
heart of everything we do.

Welcome to

A fun and exciting 
place to be

Innovation based
on new ideas and 

research

Local and 
community based

A place that
feels right

A positive
impact

Our Vision



About our Centre
NEW SHOOTS HOBSONVILLE

Our tamariki’s journey comes to an end in the Kauri 
room and, just like the majestic tree, these children 
have become the biggest and oldest with deep-
seated roots.

Rain or shine, children thrive in the generous 
outdoor area that spans the length of our centre. 
Complete with gardens, sandpits, a bike track 
and a mud kitchen, all our children play outside 
together, giving this space a special, family feel.

We treasure our local community and are always 
looking for ways to get involved, whether that’s 
through Pink Ribbon brunches, Matariki  
celebrations or parents’ nights.

Enrol today and join the many families who have 
discovered the joy of New Shoots Hobsonville. 

Welcome to New Shoots Hobsonville! 

In the heart of West Auckland’s thriving Hobsonville 
community, you’ll find an early childhood centre 
that feels like home. Each day, this architecturally 
designed building is filled with love, laughter and the 
pitter patter of little feet. Calming white walls offer 
the ideal backdrop to vibrant pops of colour from 
the tamariki’s artwork, our cosy couches, and natural 
resources. 

Scents drift in from the kitchen where our chef 
creates food as nutritious as it is delicious. Babies 
start out in the Uri room – Māori for small seed – 
where, like a seed, they are loved and nurtured, 
fed and watered. On they grow to Hako (seedling), 
then Mānuka (blooming bush), Harakeke (flax), to 
Pohutukawa (strong tree) - each room filled with 
passionate kaiako who support their unique and 
changing needs.





Learning comes to life through our carefully designed 
curriculum intertwined with our environment, inspired 
by play, nature, and the diversity of our communities.

Taking a unique, holistic approach to children’s 
learning and development is something we’re proud 
of. Problem-solving, determination, resilience and 
empathy are interwoven with the essential building 
blocks of literacy and numeracy. 

Meaningful experiences and relationships flourish 
within the context of children’s families, culture, and 
community. Effective assessment and evaluation 
practices inform our planning, which creates an 
environment that’s positive, inclusive, and responsive 
to each child.

New Shoots centres are about far more than child 
care. We’re here to partner with you on your child’s 
learning journey and ensure it’s a joyful, fruitful one. 
When children are secure and happy, they learn and 
flourish to their full potential. 

Our well-prepared, diverse curriculum, encompassing 
Te Whāriki (our New Zealand Early Childhood 
Education curriculum), blossoms in our beautiful, 
nature-rich environments under the guidance of well-
trained kaiako and most importantly, plenty of play. 

Our curriculum 

Celebrate the magic of play A life-long love of learning 
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The educational theories important to        
us that form the basis of our curriculum at 

New Shoots include: 

Curriculum at our heart

Te Whāriki

Children’s Schema 
Identification

Howard Gardner’s 
Theory of Multiple 

Intelligences

Building Intellectual 
Dispositions

Respectful 
Practices of Pikler 

and RIE

Child-Initiated 
Planning

Children’s Schema 
Identification



Our Environments

From the coastal sands of 
Pāpāmoa to the lush greenery 
of Westgate, each New Shoots 
centre is a sanctuary, purpose-
built to reflect its unique 
community and environment. 

Well-ordered, beautiful environments stir children’s 
interest, curiosity, imagination, and wonder, enriching 
their development. We create early childhood 
environments that are inspired by nature, richly 
resourced, and stunningly spacious so tamariki can 
thrive, naturally. 

Designed and built alongside architects, spatial 
designers, engineers, landscape architects and early 
childhood professionals, each New Shoots centre 
is one of a kind. By conserving and maintaining 
our environments, inside and out, our kaiako and 
tamariki feel a deep sense of belonging as they 
explore and enjoy every day.

Beauty and balance 

Crafted with tamariki in mind “Our goal is to create an 
environment that feels right for 

kaiako, tamariki, whānau, and the 
community. We draw inspiration 
from the natural world to create 
a peaceful and energising ‘home 
away from home’ to facilitate a 

thriving childhood.”
-  M I C H E L L E  P R AT T



Our centres are created for functionality and 
aesthetics, with colour, form, and shape considered in 
every artwork, decor choice, and material selection. 
Our environments are also enriched by the diverse 
culture, heritage, language, and identities of our 
whānau and communities. 

Our commitment to biophilic design principles 
supports our belief that nature-inspired 
environments will profoundly benefit children’s lives. 
Airy, spacious, open-ended interiors flow seamlessly 
into large, lush outdoor areas with nature-inspired 
play spaces. 

Our centres are oriented to receive natural daylight, 
reducing the need for artificial lighting. Each space 
uses passive ventilation methods to limit cross 
infection and reduce harmful CO2 build-ups in the 
environment. 

We carefully curate every aspect of our fit-out. 
All building materials, interiors, and furniture are 
selected with an understanding of the impact they 
have on a child’s health and wellbeing (and the 
planet), including the lowest VOC (solvent) levels 
possible. 

AWAR D -WINNING DES IG N 

OUTSTANDING OUTDO OR AR E AS 

PAS S IVE BUILD ING DES IG N

R ES P ON S IB LE M ATER IAL S 

Children’s needs and 
aspirations are at the 
heart of our decisions.



Nutrition
At New Shoots, your child 
will flourish with deliciously 
nutritious snacks and meals 
giving them the energy they 
need to enjoy each day.

New Zealand-grown, locally sourced (where 
possible), seasonal goodness created by our 
passionate, experienced chefs using natural, healthy, 
unprocessed ingredients!

The New Shoots kitchen is at the heart of our early 
childhood centres because we value the importance 
of food and nutrition and appreciate our role in 
establishing healthy eating habits for your tamariki. 
We know quality food and a full belly contribute to 
growth, development, and contentment.

Your tamariki will relish our daily menus which are 
created by London City and Guild-trained chefs and 
monitored and checked by a qualified nutritionist. 
Every meal, every day, is well-balanced, nutrient-
dense and tasty, with limited gluten and refined 
sugars.

If your tamariki has any allergies or intolerances to 
certain foods or food groups, please talk to your 
Centre Director.

What’s for lunch? 

A nourishing, colourful menu

Allergies and intolerances



Sample Menu 2

Banana bran muffins
served with fruit

Water / Milk

Beef massaman curry with rice
Beef stir fry with noodles

Slow cooked beef and harissa pizza

Water

Triangle toasted wraps / wholegrain 
pita crisps, vegetable sticks and 

dips served with fruit 
(cucumber, carrot)

Water / Milk

Bliss ball slice

Water

Morning Tea

Lunch

Afternoon Tea

Late Snack

Sample Menu 1

Cinnamon pita crisps served
with fruit and yogurt

Water/Milk

Vegetarian frittata
Tofu and vegetable pad thai

Simple quiche with homemade relish

Water

Avocado and tomato on toast 
/ rice crackers served with fruit

Water/Milk

Homemade tomato relish and
cheese rolls / avocado and

scrambled egg rolls

Water

Morning Tea

Lunch

Afternoon Tea

Late Snack



• Our worm farms produce fertiliser for our 
parents’ gardens. 

• Kura ngahere (bush kindy) gives children 
precious time on the land. 

• Tamariki are empowered to make changes 
with Enviroschools. 

• On-site orchards bear fruit and vegetables   
for children’s meals. 

Our kaiako passionately curate our resources, 
building a unique, high-quality, toxin-free collection 
you can trust. These include BPA-free, phthalate-
free, lead-free wooden cots, equipment, and 
high-quality toys that use natural dyes and oils.   
You’ll also find many natural materials: stone,  
metals, wood, clay and plants, plus second-hand and 
repurposed items.

• Our eco cleaning products keep our centres 
healthy and support sustainable re-investment. 

• We partner with New Zealand’s leading waste 
companies for optimal recycling. 

• Our staff uniforms come from a local, ethical 
supplier.

• Two New Shoots Children’s Centres are green 
building excellence award winners. 

• As members of the Sustainable Business 
Network, we’re always looking for new ways    
to make a positive impact.

Nurture through nature 

Ethical at heart

Curated with care 

Clean living and award-winning 

Sustainability

Shaping a strong future for your tamariki inspires 
us to reduce the social, environmental, and ethical 
impact of New Shoots Children’s Centres. Credible 
supply chains and a curriculum infused with 
sustainability means your tamariki will blossom into 
nature’s kaitiaki (guardian). 



“The earth 
has music for 

those who 
listen”

-  G E O R G E  S A N TAYA N A



The role of your kaiako

Whānau
Support Teacher

“Teachers 
encourage minds 

to think, hands 
to create & 

hearts to love”

You and your child will be matched with a Whānau 
Support Kaiako. Their role is to build a close, trusting 
relationship with your whānau to enable your child 
to connect with their new environment. This bond 
is built on consistency, continuity, care, safety, and 
trust, and will be supported by all members of our 
team. You will also have a back-up kaiako for when 
your Whānau Support Kaiako is away.

Your Whānau Support Kaiako is the secure base from 
which your tamariki can explore. They’ll answer any 
questions you have about your child’s day and ensure 
you’re comfortable with the love and care your child 
receives at New Shoots. 

-  A B B I E  C



We recommend a settling-in period with whānau 
present to help your child adapt happily to their 
new surroundings. We suggest at least three visits 
before their first booked day. The length of time 
and number of visits is different for every child. 

There’s no rush; we want to make sure you and 
your tamariki are confident in your chosen centre 
and allow time for bonding with your kaiako. 
We will work alongside you to meet the needs 
of your tamariki and establish a strong line of 
communication.

• Discuss New Shoots with your tamariki and visit 
multiple times before their first day so they know 
what to expect. 

• It is important to say goodbye to them. If you 
suddenly disappear, they may become more 
anxious about staying as they have not been told 
you will return. 

• When settling let them take a special toy 
or possession if it will help them feel more 
comfortable.

• Spend quality time with your child after picking 
them up. Ask them what they did and how they 
felt. 

• Provide your Whānau Support Kaiako with your 
child’s specific needs, including routines and 
moods.

• Call us as often as you need to. They’ll soon be 
engaged in activities and feeling quite at home.

A child’s first day in a new 
environment is a big step and 
while some tamariki embark with 
confidence, others take more time 
and need extra support.

Ways to help your tamariki
settle at New Shoots:

Settling 
your Child



Our Locations

1E Salt Avenue, 

Mount Maunganui, 3116

+64 7 575 9351

bayfair@newshoots.co.nz

102 Hobsonville Road, 

Hobsonville, Auckland, 0618

+64 9 869 3997

hobsonville@newshoots.co.nz

302 Coatesville Riverhead Highway,

Coatesville, 0793

+64 9 304 0030 

coatesville@newshoots.co.nz

2 Aranga Road, 

Kerikeri, 0230

+64 9 401 6085

kerikeri@newshoots.co.nz

20 Tonkin Drive, 

Sunnynook, Auckland, 0620

+64 9 410 9605 

sunnynook@newshoots.co.nz

10 Talus Drive, 

Ramarama, 2579

+64 9 294 8510

ramarama@newshoots.co.nz

6 Peria Road, 

Matamata, 3400

+64 7 444 3040 

matamata@newshoots.co.nz

850 Cameron Road, 

Tauranga South, Tauranga, 3112

+64 7 578 8775

tauranga@newshoots.co.nz

31 Chester Avenue, 

Greenhithe, Auckland, 0632

+64 9 307 0005

greenhithe@newshoots.co.nz

149 Cascades Road, 

Pakuranga Heights, Auckland, 2010

+64 9 281 8218

pakuranga@newshoots.co.nz

2 Flack Street, 

Pyes Pa, Tauranga, 3173

+64 7 543 1734

thelakes@newshoots.co.nz

109-117 Tristram Street,

Hamilton Central, 3204

+64 7 859 3377

hamilton@newshoots.co.nz

5-7 Twin Oak Avenue, 

Pāpāmoa Beach, Pāpāmoa, 3118

+64 7 542 4050

papamoa@newshoots.co.nz

1 Kawakawa Place, 

Whenuapai, Auckland, 0814

+64 9 869 3977 

westgate@newshoots.co.nz

7 Argus Place, 

Hillcrest, Auckland, 0627

+64 9 307 0034

hillcrest@newshoots.co.nz

520 Gloucester Road, 

Pāpāmoa Beach, Pāpāmoa, 3118

+64 7 281 1859

sandhurst@newshoots.co.nz

1-9 Maramara Rd, 

Whenuapai, Auckland, 0618

+64 9 869 6050

whenuapai@newshoots.co.nz

Bayfair

Hobsonville

Greenhithe

Coatesville

Kerikeri

Sunnynook

Ramarama

Matamata

TaurangaGreenhithe Pakuranga

The LakesHamilton Pāpāmoa

WestgateHillcrest

Sandhurst Whenuapai

Where children and families thrive together



www.newshoots.co.nz

New Shoots Children’s Centres

@newshoots_nz


